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Electrostatic charging: the source of the missing force on moving drops  

Hans-Jürgen Butt, Max Planck Institute for Polymer Research, Ackermannweg 10, 55128 Mainz, 
Germany 

Although wetting phenomena have been studied for more than 200 years, many fundamental 
questions are not fully understood. For example, the speed of a water drop moving down an inclined 
plane cannot be predicted. Still significant progress has been made in the last decade, in particular 
with respect to dynamic wetting. The aim of the presentation is to draw attention to some new 
developments, in particular on the influence of charging.  
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